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That the phrase ail nations, in the above instance, 
should be limited, will be more clearly seen, when we 
consider that the same phrase occurs seyeral times, in 
the same discourse, and inach, is to be understood 
with such limitation. See chapter 24, verse 9, ‘* Ye 
shall be hated of ali nations for my name’s sake.”°— 
‘** This gospel shall be preached in all the world, for a 
witness to all nations.” v.14. All which was to take 
| place before the destruction of Jerusalem, which ren- 

Being convinced that the passage before us does not | ders a limitation of the words, all nations, indispensable. 
describe the future resurrection stale of mankind, but | It js also said, ** And then shall all the tribes of the 
that it relates to times and circumstances immediately | garth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming 
connected with the destruction of Jerusalem, and of |in the clouds of heaven.” But, in all the tribes of the 
the Jewish State, ecclesiastical and political, and is earth, as there used, neither ‘‘ these my brethren,” 
descriptive of different characters and conditions of | nor those who fed, clothed or visited them can be fairly 
men, in the present state of being, we may present a| included; because they would lift up their heads and 
consistent definition of certain phrases and words, which rejoice, to witness that gloriousevent. In the symbolic 
are uot to be taken in a lé/eral acceptation. description of the abolition of the Jewish state, the 

1. The ‘coming ef ihe Son of man,’ should not be | same lofty and commanding style is employed. Hence 
‘terpreted as implying a liferal, personal advent or ap=|it is said, * Immediately after the tribulation of those | verted the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah. Their 
pearance. As Gop is described in prophetic language, | days, the sun shall be darkened, the moon shall not sufferings were greater than the miseries of those who 
as conuing in the clouds of hearen, on many remarkable sive her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, | were overthrown and destroyed as ina moment. .They 
manifestations of his power and glory, so likewise is! and the powers of the heavens be shaken ;” in which, | not only endured the tremendous storm of corporeal 

us here represented, as com/ng in @ similar manver, | the sun may represent the religion of the Jews; the; calamities, but suffered the additional and insupportas 

in the glory of his Father: but not personally. The | moon their government, the srARs their dociors and | ble pangs of a guilty conscience. ‘They doubtless had 
expression, ** Warn the Son of man shall come,” &e. | jude s, and the POWERS OF HEAVEN, their Sanhedrim | ercat tribulation and anguish of heart, With the 
evyilently alludes to what be had previously said, of vand Councils. ‘This description is synebolical, as the | mind’s eye, they saw Jesus coming in the clouds of 
The same display of his power and glory; particularly, | vothering and separating all nations is scenical ; aud} hearen, (the witnesses of his divine authority and pow- 
the 24th chapter, SUth verse, compared with chap- | there is the same impropriety in considering either of er,) and, recollecting their pertinacious abuse of his 
xvi. Verses 27, 28. and Mark vin. verses 33, 39, and! them as being literally descriptive. . The consequences | mercy and grace, mourned and wailed, and gnashed 
rom examining which, the conviction seems) which would result from the coming of Christ, in that’ their teeth in the excess of mental suffering. They no 

he irresistable, that by the conrng of the Sun of man, | veneration, and the vast moral distance which was to| longer heard him call and invite them, saying, ** Come 
Xe, we are to understand a signal manifestation and/ be made manifest between the friends and the enemies ' unto me.”. The light of peace was “ hid from their 
cnterposition of his kingly authority, in the «bolition of; of Jesus, justified that bold and forcible representation. | eyes.” Then, ina signal manner, was the kingdom of 
‘he priesthood and government of the Jews; and that] Of the extent and limitation of universal terms and | God, or the ministration of comfort, joy and justifica- 
swe of those who then heard him, would live to set! phrases, we are to judge from the subject of discourse tion in the spirit of truth, taken from them. Then 
‘ose wonderful things, when the christiaa dispensa- | and its connexion. When we are told, “ And it came | were they todepari,that ** the children of the kingdom,” 
Hou would Le permanently established. aud exert @}to pass in those days, that there went out a decree | to whom the doctrine of life and immortality was first 
But is there avy! from Ciesar Augustus, that all the world should be tax-! erclusirely proclaimed, might ** be cast owt into outer 








God is come unto you.” And again, ** The kingdom 
of God is within you.” Therefore, to enjoy the incal* 
culable blessings of the religion of Christ, at the time 
of the greatest sufferings that ever prevailed on earth, 
is well represented by inhiriting the divine kingdom, 
A broad and evident difference obtained, during the 
accomplishment of our Saviour’s prophecy of the de* 
struction of the temple, between those who had adopt- 
ed the immortal principles of the gospel, justice, liber- 
ality and fidelity, and those whohad not. None of the 
faithful and persevering servants of Christ perished, 
in those days of unequalled “ tribulation and anguish.” 
Not so with the apostates and hardened rebels. Not 
so was it with the Jews as a people, who had obsti- 
nately resisted the evidences of christianity, and re+ 
fused to comply with the requisitions ofa merciful dis- 
pensation ; who had said of Jesus, we will not have 
this man to reign over us, They had withstood those 
wonderful works, that would have convinced and con¢ 
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Scriptural Illustrations. 


When the Son of man shall come tn his glory, and 
ail his holy angels with him, then shail he sit upon the 
throne of his glory, &c.—Matt. xxv. 31—46. 
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powerful 4utluence in the world. 


| darks * ss.” 


‘hing to support the strange notion, that Christ would | ed,” (Luke ii. 1.) we are satisfied that the whole hu- 
erally descend, and assume the prerogatives of per- man family could not be intended. So likewise, after 
‘ial Gominion? Were there any, standing there, who having been expressly informed that same of those who 
‘cre not to taste of death, till they saw him person-/ stood before Jesus in the days of his flesh, should not 
civ come down and reign on earth ? | taste of death till they saw the Son of man coming in 

the ‘sitting on the throne of his glory,’ repre-| the glory of his Father, when, to use the words of the 
seit: the firmness and excellency of the authority of parable, * all nations should be gathered before him,° 
‘esis, a8 a King, in accomplishing the giorious purpo-; we cannot reasonably suppose that the same number is 


v 


Then were the Jews, as a people, cast out 
of the kingdom of which they were children by promise, 
and for benevolent and wise purposes in the economy 
of God, they went away into a dispensation of severity 
and chastisement, which is to continue, until the ful- 
ness of the Gentiles be come in. As God had foretold 
by his prophets, this apostacy and casting off the Jews, 
and as theyhad been represented by Jesus himself, ‘ by 








-os of his Father; bat the word fi rene is uot to be defined included, as whén we are told, ** God hath made of|a man out of whom the Uhicleas apjrit was cast, but: 


-crally, any more than the words, clouds and heorse,| ene blood all nations of men, for to dwell on all the face | which returned with seven others, more witkedthan... 
‘'}he Son of man shall) of the earth ; and again, ** ll nattons whom thou 


: himself, and entered the man, making him their place 
* He that sat upon the | Aas? made shall come and worship before thee, O Lord ; of sg sidence,’ we can account for his adopting the 
dt horse had a bow, and a crown was given him 3) aud elorify thy name.” Acts xvii. 26. Ps. xxxvi. 9.— | phraseology of his countrymen in these words, “ the 
«nd he went forth conquering and to conquer.’ Ii was} We ure fully satisfied that the phrases, all the world, idevil and his angels.” But we need not infer that 
also said of the apostles of Christ, ‘* Ye shall sit on'all the tribes of the earth, all nations, heaven and: Jesus would teach for doctrine, the personal existence 
welve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel ;°— | earth, all the holy angels, &c. as used in our Lord’s. of such a self-made monster. ‘The everlasting fire may 
which should be understood of the instrumentality of; answer to his disciples, in the 24th and 25th of Mat- relate to that administration of punishment, which 
‘heir examples, ministry and doctrine. By becoming thew, are not to be understood in their most natural ever has, and ever will, be inflicted on wicked impos- ' 
co-workers with Jesus, they would participate in the , and unrestricted sense. They were used with refer ' ters and their emissaries, such as false prophets and 
glory of his authority and reign, ‘ and sit down with| ence to the very eventful coming of the Son of man, bypocrites, as long as such characters remain ; though 
him on his throne.’ Thus it is said, ** he shall come which came to pass before the generation, to whom he. with different degrees of severity. Several things may 
in the glory of his Father, with his holy angels;” i. e.*! spake, passed away. ‘be passed over, asthe scenery of the parabic, not being 
his inspired MCSSENLETS. “3. * Sheep and Goats,’ in the parable, are not des-; essential to its doctrinal import. _ Of this descriptiqn is 
2. The * ali nations’ that are scenically represented | criptive of moral characters. The people alluded to the address,——** Then shall the King say unto them ;” 
as being ‘gathered before him, cannot be consistently are neither received nor rejected as such. It would also the several answers and replies which follow. If 
understood of all mankind, indiscrimipately ; because, |evince wisdom, instead of severity, in a shepherd, to the Lord could be fed and nourished, through the me- 
a part of the human family would not come under eith- | divide between the two kinds of animals. It is uot as dium of his brethren in the ministry of life, might he 
er description of characters, as given in the sequel of , a Shepherd, but asa Aing that Jesus suys, ** Come, ye not also speak through the same, Or by some other me- 
There appears ¢o be three classes of per- blessed,’ and. ‘+ depart, ye cursed.” In rewarding dinm. As those representations by parabolic imagery, 
First, ‘ These my brethren,’ probably alluding! men, he reckons them as servants, owing him alleg- ' are not essential to the proposed illustration of our sub- 
to the apostles of Christ, who were revealed with Christ | iance and willing submission. As it was said in anoth- | ject, and cannot, with propriety be interpreted literally, 
in his glory ; secondly, those ‘ on the right hand,’ who er place, (chapter xxiv. 13,) ‘* But he that shali en-' as an altercation between the King and his subjects, 
had ministered to ( hrist, by receiving his representa- dure unto the end, the same shall be saved,” that is, | they need not further occupy our attention. We shall 
tives, As it is said, “* Whosoever receiveth you, re-' from these great calamities apd mental agonies, which | conclude this dissertation, by attempting to explain 
Ceiveth me; and whosever receiveth me, receiveth shall fall upon others, especially, such as become apos- | the words, ‘ These shall go away into everlasting pun 
him that sent me.’? Or, which is the same, * Inas- ‘tates and deny the Uhristian faith, so it is said in the tshment ; but the righteous into life clernal, in unisen 
much as ye have done it unto one of these my brethren, | parable—* Come ye blessed, and inherit the kingdom | with the doctrine of Paul; ** For therefore we both la- 
ye have done ituntome.” Thirdly, the text describes prepared for you.” They were already blessed in hav- | bor and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living 
those, who h ‘ ing espoused a good cause, and would enjoy in a high | God, who is the Saviour of allmen, specially of those 
tis written, “ Wik " They would realize | who believe. 
me,’* &c. ; 
cerning, thata 
Never had an 
Saviour in th 





ta the following instances. 
me in the ciauds of heaven.’ 


. 


' 
the parable. 
Sons, 


ad neglected or despised the first class, as 
soever despiscth you, despiseth | 
It will not be denied by the candid and dis- | 
great part of the human fami! 
opportunity of receiving or despising the 
at mann: 


degree, the favors of their king. 
in their hearts the bentitudes of a moral nearness to 
ihim, whose reign is a hestowment of blessings. ‘* The 
kingdom of God, is peace, and joy, and rigktcousness saith 
ju the Holy Ghost.” Jesus said, ** The kingdom of auger tor ever.”—Jer, ui. | 


y have 
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saith the Lord, and will not keep 
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’ “FoR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 
Remarks on Matthew xv. 13. 
“< Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not 
planted shall be rooted up.” 


Scribes and Pharisees from Jerusalem came to Jesus 





‘well as of their opinions. 
and insidiously founddault beeause his disciples did) 
not conform to tradition in washing their hands when | 
they eat bread. These people thought that much of | 
pure religion consisted in attending strictly to the cus-| 
toms of their fathers, to their religious rites and cere-/ 
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to them that hate you, and pray for them which despite- 
fully use you, and persecute you.”’ He detailed some 
of the errors of the Scribes and Pharisees, relative to 


| swearing by the gold of the temple an: the gift upon 
At the commencement of the chapter in which this: 
passage of scripture is found, we are informed, that the ' 


the altar; and called them blind guides. He was 
careful also to point out the errors of their conduct as 
The apostles followed our 
Saviour in this practice. ‘* Paul and Barnabus had no 
small dissension and disputation with” ** certain men, 
whicl: came down from Judea” and taught the breth- 
ren they could not be saved, except they were circum- 
cised after the mannerof Moses. They endeavored to 


monies. They were more liable to overlook an error root up a plant which God had not planted. It would 


in doctrine, 
duty, than the least departure from that regular rou- 


and a failure in the performance of real be a task far too arduous to mention all the instances 


recorded in the New Testament of Christ and his apos- 


tine of service to which their elders had constantly at- | tles pointing out and contending against the errors of 
tended. For although they readily discovered that , the age in which they lived. All these circumstances 
the disciples of Jesus had transgressed tradition, they jare in agreement with the spirit ofourtext. And why 
did not know that themselves worshipped God in vain, ; should not those plants which. God hath not planted 
by teaching for doctrine the commandments of mea.— |be rooted up? Is not error injurious tomau? Does it ,ent can be, whore goodvess is unchangeable and uni- 


We fear that some people are now in the same error. | not hinder the reception of truth?) Many errors 


> 


They are very zealous for the good old way ofthe tore.;men the most disagreeable and hurtiul views ot the 
fathers, as they call it, and by paying too great atten-) Divine character, and thus prevent them from culti- 
tion to things of minor importance, they seem to have | vating a reverence of it, and from placing an implicit 
overlooked the egregious errors which the enemy has | confidence in the God of grace. We cannot enumer- 


sown. So long have they continued this practice that | 


it has become almost impossible to convince theim they 
are in an error. 


truth, their attachment to tradition leads them to say, 
it would be better not to cease teaching mankind our 
doctrine, even if it be not true. 

The Pharisees were very much offended at our Sa- 
viour because he told them that they transgressed the 
commandments. of God by their tradition. When he 
was informed of this, he said, undoubtedly in allusion 
to the errors which men had received, ‘*‘ every plant 
which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be 
rooted up.” In several parables he has represented 
his doctrine by good seed ; and once in particular he 
likened it to ** a grain of mustard seed, which a man 
took and sowed in his field.”» This is a very beautiful 
and appropriate figure ; and he preserves it when he 
vepresents error by tares which the ‘“‘enemy sowed 
among the wheat.” Such figures as these are not un- 
frequently to be found in the scriptures, particularly 
those of the New-Testament. ‘These remarks assist us 
‘2 obtaining a right idea of the passage of scripture 
which stands at the head of this communication, whose 
true meaning undoubtedly is, that all the doctrines 
which have been invented, by men, and by thém 
spread abroad, will be exposed as error, and rejected 
by mankind. The industry of those who have the in- 
terest of truth at heart, and who possess a degree of 
the independence which Christ and his apostles exer- 
ised, will root up every doctrine that may be justly 
ealled error. 

Our text, if so we may call it, should be regarded as 
the words of one who spake as never man spake—of 
one whom the God of infinite wisdom delighted to ad- 
vise and direct—of one whose precepts and doctrines 
have the sanction of the Most High—of one whom we 
may implicitly follow with safety, whose doctrine is 
sufficient for us to believe—and whose example is 
worthy of all imitation. He would preach no doctrine 
dangerous for us to believe, set no example injurious 
for us to follow. 

Vur Saviour when on-earth labored to root up the 
plants which his Father had not planted. He knew 
that error was injurious.to man, and that he perform 
ed an act of kindness. and duty in exposing it, How 

eareful was he to point out the errors which men had 
smbibed.. ‘* Ye have heard,” said he, ‘that. it hath 
been said, an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.— 
but I say unto you that ye resist not evil, &c. Ye 
have heard that it hath been said, thou shalt love thy 


ate the varions ways in which errors in opinion and 


doctrine are hurtful to men. Itis enough for our pre-' 
Or if some of them should so far see |\seut purpose to know that they are so; and this isa 
the blasphemy of their creed as to sometimes doubt its sufficient reason why the plants which God hath not 


planted should be rooted up. 

Notwithstanding this subject is so very plain, yet 
how many are there who lament over religious contro- 
versy as a thing very injurious to Christians ; and who, 
because this age is oue of increasing light, because 
men have learned some things before unknown, and 
exploded errors heretofore cherished, have denominat- 
ed it an age of scepticism and heresy! And with 
what a wild zeal have they endeavored to keep every 
old doctrine in, and new one out of the church! Their 
interests appear to have been associated with a rigid 
maintenance of some doctrines of long standing ; and 
their conduct almost compels us to believe, that they 
sometimes shut up their eyes through fear of seeing 
some good thing which they have not known. And 
they sometimes ask, as if men could not grow in grace, 
and in knowledge, if these new doctrines be true, why 
were they not believed before? Why did not our fore- 
fathers and pious ministers who are lovg since dead 
find them out? 
the conduct of te first reformers in rooting up the tares 
of Popery, and introducing doctrines into the church, 
which the Pope did not believe ; and some of them wil! 
commend the conduct of others who have ventured to 
contradict some of the doctrines of the first reformers, 
and introduce those which were unknown to them.— 
Why should they use an argument which proves it as 
wrong for them to oppose the doctrines of those from 
whom they ceceded, as for others to oppose some of the 
doctrines they believe? 

Sometimes such people will appear, in their conver- 
sation, to possess much charity: they think they see a 
great impropriety in one minister’s preaching against 
the doctrines which others believe : why not let every 
man enjoy his own opinions? say they: they do not 
think that man is governed by a good spirit who strives 
to disprove the sentiments of others. These things 
suppose that it is wrong to root up plants, even if God 
hath not planted them; and that there is enjoyment 
to be taken in the belief of any and of every doctrine. 
But this is not right. We may safely follow the ex- 
amples which Jesus has set us > and we know there 
are some doctrines which people believe, (one particu- 
‘arly) that constantly fill their minds with distress.— 
‘They are often heard to.say, “ if they could believe 
an opposite sentiment, they should: be the happiest 





People ia the world.” It we consider it evidence that 


neighbor, and hate thineenemy. But J say unto you, 
love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good 


eive | 








a man is governed by a bad spirit, because he 
against the erroneous opinions which his fellow men, to 
their great injury, have imbibed, we must bring the 
accusation as directly against our Saviour, as any other 
person. But jt is no mark of a bad spirit ; it may be 
the impulse of benevolence. A kind parent will tel] 
his child its failings ; and we have been accustomed to 
consider that our most ingenuous friend who kindly and 
frankly tells us where and when we err. It would be 
wrong to do this in an improper way: then the fault 
would not lie in the principle of the thing, but in the 
performance of it. 

Should the reader feel interested to know what doc- 
trine Jesus preached, let him examine with care and 
| freedom from prejudice the preaching of Christ record. 

ed in the New Testament. I feel persuaded he will 
then ascertain that Christ preached, not an unmerci- 
tul doctrine, which takes away the Almighty of every 
lovely attribute, but the doctrine of love and forgive- 
‘grow : he will find that Jesue represented Gad to as 
jour Father in heaven, more kind than an earthly par- 





versal, 


Ricnarps, 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZIVE, 
New-Brprorn, Mass. Noy, 24, 1823. 
To the Rev. Mr. Howe, (uf New-Bedford,) 

Sir,—! heard you preach, in this town, yesterday, 
from the following words: ‘* For what shall it profit a 
man ifhe should gain the whole worid, and lose his oun 
soul ?—Mark viii. 36. 

It is with no other feelings, than those of friendship, 
that I write this communication. There are certain 
unalterable, universal obligatious, which, as Christians, 
and members of the human family, we are under to 
each other—and, which, from a false delicacy, are 
very much neglected, but, which, it would become us, 
and, which, it doubtless, in a spirit of meekness and 
charity, is our duty to fulfil, whenever we haye oppor- 
tunity. The question—*' .dm J my brother's keeper?” 
sprung from uo very benevolent disposition, and is hard- 
ly reconcilable to, or cousistent with the gospel, and 





Yet these very people will approve of 


our connexion, as children of the same common Parent. 
There is, however, a sort of officioasness, in other men’s 
matters, which is, by no means commendable, and 
which should certainly be suppressed, but this is in 
private concerus,—our public doings belong to the 
public, and as public ecrvants, we ought always to be 
ready, to render the public an account of them. “To 
err is human,”’ aud to confess and forsake, angelic.— 
The good man is glad to hear of his faults, that he may 
correct them: but the froward and the hypocrite are 
angry, because they wish both, to conceal and continue 
in them. We are all! fallible, and all err, and it is no 
longer to any purpose, to talk about the dirine right of 
kings, and the infallible, inriolate office of the clergy. 

[ hope, therefore, you will not take it amiss, if | point 

out to you, and the public, what I think exceptionable, 

in the discourse you preached, from the above named 

tert: 1 do not think any of the doctrine, you inculcated ; 
grew out of it, if rightly translated ; nor is there, asit 

is, any—was not the most distant hint at endless de- 

struction. 

If my memory serves me, correctly, you laid dows 
the three following propositions from your text: * 1. 
Man has a precious and immortal soul: 2. Its value; 
and 3. The possibility and danger of finally, or irrecov- 
erably losing it.” I shall not dispute that man hae ® 
soul, and that it is both precious and valuable. I shall 
consequently, make no remarks on your two first pro 
positions,—but I shall confine nsyself wholly. to the 
last, or more properly the doctrine, which you endeav- 
ored to inculcate from it, viz. that there is great dan- 
ger of men’s losing their precious and immortal souls 


eternally! If this doctrine be true, I am in a very 
in. 





great, and you will readily admit, dangerous erly 
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believing as I do, the doctrine of Universal Holiness, | do.the text (he that loveth his soul shall lose it,) and 
and Happiness. And, If | am right in believing as I j they must all cease to tell of their love of souls.”°—— 
do, and I do not doubt bat that lam, you are ina great ‘‘ Many more passages might be quoted in illustration of 
and dangerous error, which I really think you are. J our reasoning, but we think these are sufficient.-There 
. . . i P . , - . 
do not doubt your prety, but I certainly think you be- | is as much propriety in rendering psuche, soul, in every 
lieve, and preach a doctrine not found in the Bible, | passage we have mentioned, as in the text. 
and every way unworthy the character of our heaven-/ That our views of the text agree with those of pro- 
ly Father, as revealed in his word and works. Your found critics, is evident; for Newcombe, Campbell 
views of this text may coincide with the views of ma-| Wakefield, Thomson, Scarlet, Dr. Adam Clark, and 
ny of those, who believe the doctrine of endless pain. | the translators of the /mproved Version, all render the 
It is so often resorted to, to disprove the final happiness passage as we have rendered it.” 
ofall men. It is said there is great danger of sane “But after all we have said,suppose we allow for one 
po losing aa aan ae ie, by | moment, that our Saviour inthe text, meant the soul, 
which is mean eir eternal torture! ve idea you or suppose he had used another word, one which in- 
seemed anxious, mainly to inculcate, from the propo- | varriably signified the soul, what then would the pas- 
sition in apo Me 1 ican, a was, that ifa | sage do towards proving the doctrine of endless suffer- 
man should gain the whole world, he might neverthe-| ing? Nothing. It would only prove that the soul of 
less, sustain an infinite loss by the never-ending death | man could be lost. And what Christian, who reads 
of his soul. Great importance has heen attached to ithe Bible, will disbelieve this? The text in the com- 
these words, and some have probably thought, that! mon version does not read, For what is a man profited 
they alone, contained sufficient proof of the barbarous (or what shall it profit a man) if he shall gain the 
doctrine of infinite nei - good a scholar and: whole world and, trrecorerably, lose his own soul ?— 
conscientious a christian as Mr. John Wesley, preach-. We never disputed that men’s souls might be lost.— 
ed endless misery from this scripture, but it must be | The controverted question, will they be irrecoverably 
ascribed to his prejudices, for he certainly knew the lost? We all know that Jesus came to seek and save 
true reading. It has long been placed beyond a rea-| that which was lost.”—‘* The prodigal son, the piece 
sonable doubt, that the common translation of the sa-jof silver, and sheep, were all represented by our Sa- 
cred writings, is in some parts very erroneous; aud we viour as lost, but they were afterwards found, and re- 
think that the time has come, when it can no longer | stored to their rightful owners.” 
be kept from the people, and when it must be ac -| You made use of the following expression, to illus- 
knowledged by the Clergy, that the vulgar interpre- | irate, as | suppose, your last proposition, ‘ He that 
tation of them, is still more so. J shall make a tew | sinneth agaiust the Holy Ghost, shall never be forgiv- 
extracts from the 5th vol. 14th No. of the Uni. Maga-|eu in this world nor the world to come.” I suppose 
zine, which though made on Mat. xvi. 26, are equaliy you lad your eye on Mat. xii. 32, “* And whosoever 
‘speaketh against the Son of man it shall be forgiven 


i 


applicable to its parallel, Mark viii. 26. 
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‘The word translated soul in the passage above, | 
(Mat. xvi. 26.) is psuche, accusative psuchen. Itshouid 
have been rendered /:fe. It is in the common version, | 
rendered life in the verse next preceding that on whicr | 
we are remarking. ‘+ For whosoever will save his /i** 
(psuchen,) shall lose it, and whosoever will lose his‘ 
life (psuchen) for my sake, shall find it!” There is| 
no more propriety in rendering this word sow/ in the 
passage, that stands at the head of these remarks, 
(Mat. xvi. 26,) than in the 25th verse, which we have 
just quoted. And yet how oddly would it sound, and 
how manifestly improper, would it be to say, For 
whosocver will save his soul shall lose it, and whoso- 
ever will Jose his soul for my sake shall find it! This 
should be sufficient, to satisfy any one that the passage 
before us should read, For what is a man profited, if 
he should gain the whole world and lose his own life ? 
In all the following passages of scripture, the word 
psuche, occurs. Let us see what sense it would make 
to render it soul. 

Acts xxvii. 22, “* And now I exhort you to be of 
good cheer, for there shall be no loss of any man’s life 
(psuches) among you, but of the ship.” How would 
it do to say soul, instead of life? Would this ‘appear 
hke Paul’s meaning ? Mat. vi. 25, ‘* Therefore, I say 
unto you, take no thought for your life, (psuche,) what 
ye shal] eat, or what ye shall drink, nor yet for your 
body, what ye shall put on.” How woald it agree 


= popular theology to say, take no thought for your 
soul 2 


» Mat. ii. 20, ‘* For they are dead which sought the 
young child’s life, (psuchen).” Did they seek the 
young child’s seul ? or its life ? 

Mark iii. 4, “ Is it lawfirl to save life, (psuchen) ?” 


Would it be correct to render it, Is it lawful to save 
Souls? See Luke vi. 9. 


Mat. x. 39, “ He that findeth his life, (psuchen,) 
shall lose it, and he that loseih his lif’, (psuchen), for 
my sake shall find it... How would it agree with the 
common explanation of th text to say, he that loseth 


his soul shall find it? See Mark viii. 35. Luke ix. 
24. xvii. 33. 


Jobn xii. 25, ** He that loveth his life, ( phuchen,) 
shall lose it,” Let our opposers render this as they 











lim ; but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, 
it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, 
neither in the world to come.”? There may be some 
dispute as to the precise meaning of this text, but 
whatever else it may mean, it surely cannot mean end- 
less torment. It must appear obvious at first sight, 
that the words shall not be forgiven him, are confined 
to,or limited by this world,and the world to come. Neithb- 
er in this world, neither in the world to come, (if we 
mistake not)—According to some of the best critics 
might be translated, Neither in this age, neither in the 
age tu come, which would simply mean the Jewish and 
Christian dispensations, or law and gospel ages, worlds, 
or dispensations. Now you must prove that the law 
and gospel dispensations will be in force to all eterni 

ty, in order to prove that the sinner, who sins against 
the Holy Ghost, shall never be forgiven. You will 
not dispute that the Jewish dispensation closed more 
than 1800 years ago. We learn also that the christian 
world, age, or dispensation shall come toanend. It is 
described in the following truly sublime language ; 1 
Cor.xv. 24—28. **Then cometh the end,when he shall 
have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Fath- 
er: when he shal) have put down all rule and all au- 
thority and power. For he must reign, till he hath put 
all enemies under his feet. Death, the last enemy 
shall be destroyed. For he hath put all things under his 
feet. But when he saith, all things are put under Aim, 
it is manifest that he is excepted, who did put ali things 
ander him, And when all things shall be subdued 
unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject 
unto him, who put all things under him, that God may 
be all in all.” 

There were certain ceremonies, customs or laws, a- 
mong the Jews, which were not founded in the un- 
changeable rule of right, and which were binding on 
them as a people, as long as their dispensation lasted, 
but which were never binding on the Gentiles. He, 
who transgresseth those laws, while they were in force, 
necessarily suffered their penalty; but when that dis- 
pensation ended, the penalties of its peculiar forms 
ceased, and could no longer be inflicted. Al] manner 





a9 


laws, should, therefore, be forgiven unto men in the 

christian age, i. e. the Jews themselves might trans- 

gress those obsolete laws and be free. It is not said 

that these blasphemies shall be forgiver on condition 

of repentance,—but that they shall (unconditionally) 

be forgiven to men. God will by no means clear the 
guilty. If we sin against the immutable laws of truth, 
we must suffer for it, whether we repent or not. He 
therefore, who blasphemes or sins against the Holy 
Ghost, or the eternal laws of truth, in any age, world, 
or dispensation, is, while he sins. under perpetual con- 
demnation, and:cannot be freed from punishment and 
be cleansed or forgiven, till. he ceases tosin. If the 
sentence had been left unfinished, and had simply read, 
‘* it shail not be forgiven him,”—do you not see that it 
would have been much more to your purpose in sup- 
port of the doctrine of endless sin and misery (admit- 
ting there can be any thing in support of it) than is 
now? If you should tell me that I should not preach, 
neither in New-Bedford, neither in Boston, it would be 
very different from saying that I should not preach : 
for I should understand by the first, that I might preach 
any where except in the two places named; but by 
the last that | should not preach at all, in any place 
whatever. The text (Mat.-xii. 32) may, and I am in- 
clined to think it does, simply mean, that the greatest 
sin of which men under the Jewish or Christian dis- 
pensation, could be guilty, was the blasphemy against 
the Holy Ghost, which was nothing, more-or less, than 
ascribing good works to a bad cause, This idea is sup- 
ported by the 33d verse~ ‘** Either make the tree good 
and his fruit good, or else make the tree corrupt and 
his fruit corrupt : for the tree is known by his fruit.” 

Whether any of the views I have taken of this text 
be correct or not, you cannot deny that its meaning is 
somewhat ambiguous; and to say the least of Mark viii. 
35, (your text,) the reading in the common version is 
doubtful, or more properly speaking wrong: for it 
should be life instead of soul. 

You quoted several sentences from Ezekiel, “* If the 
watchman see the sword come and J blow not the trum- 
pet and the people be not warned ; and the sword come 
and take any person from among them, he is taken a- 
way in his iniquity ; but his blood will I require at the 
watchman’s hand,” &c. You said you felt an aw/ft/ 
responsibility resting upon you. You-seemed to think, 
or rather fear, if you did not faithfully warn the people, 
they might, in consequence of it, irrecoverably lose 
their immortal souls, and you be called to an account 
for it! and the blood of souls be required at your hand! ! 
Do you really think that infinite consequences, as it 
respects yourself and others, depend on your exer- 
tions as a preacher? Where did the unassuming Je- 
sus intimate any thing of sucha nature respecting him- 
self, or any other finite creature? and yet more de- 
pended on him than it is possible should on any of his 
followers. Is it possible that you can believe that our 
heavenly Father has placed the eternal happiness, o1 
of one man in the hands of another? or even his own ° 
Where is the man (supposing you had it in your pow- 
er) that you would trust with such a momentous 
charge? You said you did not wish to hurt the feel- 
ings of any one ; but you did not believe that God 
ever made any to be lost. You were very tender of 
the feelings of those, who believe God has decreed the 
eternal damnation of one part of his offspring: but you 
were not so tender of those, who believed in Universai 
Salvation, and you doubtless knew there were some 
present. Are there any contingences with Jehovah? 
and if there are not—for what’ purpose did he make 
those whom he knew would be lost? Did he make 
them to be happy, when he knew they never would be! 
is God really frustrated in his designs by the conduct 
of puny mortals? Can man disappoint Omniscience, 
and prevent the designs of Onmnipotence? Hush!—No! 
No! It cannot be. In my opinion the greatest curse, 
or the worst judgment, or sword, that visited any land, 
is the doctrine of endless misery ; and the watchman 
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of sins and blasphemies, made such, only by these 
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alone are guilty. No language can describe its evil 
‘tendency. 

T'o conclude. “Ought-we not to be extremely cau- 
fious, how we inculcate, from doubtful testimony, or 
in other words from ambiguous texts of scripture, that 
fremendous, dismal, disgusting, dishonorable, vindic- 
tire, owfrageous, detestable, unreasonable, unjust, un- 
merciful, unscriptural, ungodly, man-made doctrine, 
(uNDLESS MISERY,) whitch beggars all description :— 
arhich represents our heavenly Father as worse than Mo- 
lock, Juggernaught, or any other of the heathen Gods 
ancient or modern; or the cruelest and most barbarous 
Nerocs of the earth ; or any of the heathen, or christian 
imaginary demons, not except Beelzebub himself!!! 
It is fraught with mischief, and carries with it the 
most deplorable consequences! It confuses and de- 
grades, and enslaves the mind. It leads to vicious, 
unsteady habits,—particularly drunkenness,—and what 
dis, still worse, cruelty. .@ cruel father makes cruel 
children. It brings on trepidation, and often dispair.- 
‘It leads to the mad-house, and frequently to an un- 
‘timely end. I!t'has filled the earth with monstrous vio- 
lence, and heaven with oceans of tears. 


Yours respectfully. E. C., In. 





‘From the (N. Y.) Gospel Herald. 


Death of Brother Bigelow. 


To the Editor of the Gospel Herald, 

Smr,—It falls to my lot to communicate to you the 
painful intelligence of the death of Br. TIMOTHY 
BIGELOW, and his worthy Consort. She died on 
the 11th day of last month, and he on the 5th of this 
present month. Both died of fever, at their usual re- 
sidence, in Palmyra, Portage County, Ohio; soon after 
his return from a tour to the westward. Death, this 
season, stalks through the land, wresting from us some 
of our most useful citizens and best of friends, having 
no respect of persons. It remains to be said, that an 
afflicted family has been deprived of the most affec- 
tionate and tender parents. They could always rea- 
‘ize, in every act of their kind parents, the example of 
their heavenly Father, who is ** good unto all, and 
his tender mercies are over all his works.” ‘The friends 
of trath have sustained a loss, which wil! indeed be 
sorely felt in all their religious circles. For Mr. Bige- 
low was aman who possessed superior abilities ; warm 
in his affections, devout in all his religious performan- 
ces, and ardent in his zeal for truth. The pathetic ef- 
fusions of his soul have been poured out to his 
audience, exbibiting to the people the glorious attri- 
butes of the only true God, warming their hearts with 
the fire of divine love, The loss is to be regretted by 
all who feel interested in the promulgation of the truths 
of the Gospel ; but God is wise in all his dealing with 
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Hymn for a Masonic Installation. 


O Tov! who laidst the Corner Stone, 
And earth’s foundation rear’d ; 

Who to thine Israel first wast known,— 
To Prophets first appear’d ;— 


Who led them through the wilderness 
By thine Almighty hand ; 

And gave them peace and happiness 
In Canaan’s happy Jand ;— 


Israel revolted from their vow, ’ 
Nor sought thee in their need ;— 

Make us thy cov’nant people now, 
And we are blest indeed. 


While in the darkness of the night 
Our mysteries are giv’n ; 

From Thee we seek a purer light, 
Which points our path to Heav’n. 


Regard, O God, this work of thine ; 
This family of Love ; 
Till, parting from this Lodge, we join 
The general Lodge above. J, H. 
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Proviprncr, Dec. 3, 1823. 
To E. C~—, Jr. 


Sir,—Observing in the (Boston) Universalist Maga- 


zine, of November 22, a letter addressed to the Rey. ! 


Mr. Holmes, of New-Bedford; in which you attempt 
to refute several important truths contained in a dis- 
course delivered by that Gentleman, on the evening of 
October 24th, 1823. I feel it a duty imcumbent on 
me to offer some remark upon your letter, and if possi- 
ble to briug your mind to a serious consideration of the 
importance of rightly understanding the solemn truths 
that are revealed in God’s Worn. I greatly fear, sir, 
that your mind has been blinded by the god of this 
world ; soas to prevent you fron. seeing the consisten- 
cy of the scripture doctrines of depravity, unreconcilia- 
tion, &c. It seems that you agree, with Mr. Holmes. 
“that unreconciliation was on the part of man ;” but 
you disagree with him as te the extent of uureconcilia- 
tion. By the word of God we must test every doc- 
trine; and it appears to me that the scripture clearly 
proves that man in an unregenerate state is wholly un- 
reconciled to God. I do not see how the following 
texts can be understood in any other way. Isaiahi. 6, 
** The whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint. 
From the sole of the foot even unto the head, there is 
no soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and putri- 
fying sores: they have not been closed, neither molli- 





us, and we must submit. Br. Bigelow has fought a 
good fight, he has finished his course, he has kept the | 
faith: henceforih there is laid up for him a crown of | 
righteousness which the Lord, the righteous Judge | 
slall give him in that day. Both he and his compan- 
Yon, died firm and unshaken in their faith, of the doc 
tiine which they had so warmly advocated for years 
past, unto the very last moment, confirming the glo- 
rious doctrines of wniversal reconciliation, with their 
cying breath. THrornmi.ts Corron, 
Austintown, (Ohio,) Nor. 9, 1823. 





Se a a ~ - a — ae 


PURITAN SIMPLICITY. 

A Rhode-Island paper states that Professor Stuart, 
of Andover, (Mass.) has lately declined accepting the 
degree of Doctor ef Divinity, conferred on him by Har- 
vard University. The same degree was conferred on | 
him several years since, by Brown University, but he | 
politely declined it, alleging, among other reasons, 
that in his view such academic distinctions were not 
benefitting the simplicity, which it becomes a Minister 





ff the Gospel! to preserve. —S/ateemun. 


fied with ointment.” Can youread this passage and 
then deny that an unregenerate man is totally deprav- 
ed: Can you see how a man may be bu? partially de- 
praved, and yet from the sole of the foot to the head 
there be no soundness in him? If you can see this, 
you can see more than J can. 

I would submit for your consideration the doctrine 
of the New Birth; as taught by Jesus Christ, in this 
comprehensive passage. ‘* Ye must be born again.” 
Now sir, are you prepared to say that the natural man 
is not wholly unreconciled or totally blind? It appears 
to me that if man was not totally sinful, there would 
be no need of his being born again. In speaking of 
the Jews, Jesus said, “ He hath blinded their eyes and 
hardened their hearts, that they should not see with 
their eyes, nor understand with their hearts.” Now if 
the Jews were not totally blinded. I confess to you 
that I cannot understand this text. But perhaps you 
may have a rule by which you may see how a man 
may be totally blind and yet see a little. 

Your remarks concerning the will of God, in reply 
to that part of the Sermon, where Mr. Holmes “ told 












the awakened sinner that it was not God's will, that 
he should leave the house, without ap uncondit 
submission, and reconciliation to him,” merits some no. 
tice. You yourself allow, that God Wills the recon. 
ciliation of the sinner; and according to your own 
mode of reasoning, God must have willed the recon. 
ciliation of the awakened sinner at the time mention. 
ed, or he never can, for he is unchangeable, 

I will here make use of your ownargument, Jf God 
does not will that the sinner should be reconciled to 
day, can he will that he should be reconciled to-mor. 
row? No, for God is unchangeable. 

You observe again, ‘** ‘The philantrophic feelings of 
our common nature, make it impossible for us to look 
on misery without sympathy.” I cannot conceive that 
the question, Whether all men will be restored to the 
favor of God, can be decided by an appeal to the fee). 
ings of our common nature. Sympathy arises from the 
construction of the physical system. This will appear 
evident, if we consider that the Son of God when here 
in the flesh, sympathised and wept at the miseries of 
mankind, but can we believe that he now weeps; fo 
there is as much misery in the world now, as there Was 
when he wept over Jerusalem. 

I conclude by observing, that I do not write under 
ihe influcuce of un angry spirit—for I know you not, 

Watts, 
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MISSIONS. 

The question which has so long divided the christign 
world relating to the policy of supporting Missionaries, 
at a vast expence in british India, appears to be fully 
j and completely settled by the important statements iy 
ithe late work of the bbe Dubvis,whe resided in that 
country for thirty years. 
which have been absolutely thrown away upon this vis 


‘The enormous expences 





ionary project, would almost stagger belief. Fer this 
Sclusive object, domestic improvement has been sac- 
| rified—the poorer classes of the community have been 
}coerced by the energy of enthusiasm, to sacrifice the 
jinterests of their families tothe vain expectation of 
j saving souls in India—and the rich have been wrought 
; upon by obvious misrepresentations, to bestow vast 
}sums of money to promote the same deception. ‘Thé 
| fact cannot now be denied, unless some unexpected, 
‘light bursts upon us irom another quarter, that the 
christian religion has been on the decrease in H indoos+ 
tan for more than half a century—that it still continues 
to decreuse—that there are no rational hopes to be en- | 
tertained of its revival——and that through the medium 
of their prejudices, it is viewed with horror, disgusty 
and dismay, by all the respectable population of that 
peninsula.—Boslon Evening Gaszetie. . 
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New Post Office. 


A new post office has been recently establishe 
ed in the town of Milford, Mass and Pearly’ 
Hunt, Fsq. appointed master. ‘There are how 
two post offices in said town; one which still: 
retains the name of “ Milford Post-office,” sit- 
uated on the extreme southern boundary, the: 
other (the new one) located in the centre of 
the town and business, three miles distant from 
the first,aud called**Milford Centre Post-office.”: 
On this route the mail stage passes six times @ 
week, to and from Boston and Mendon, alter- 
nately. This notice is given in order that per~ 
sons corresponding with the inhabitantsof Mil 
ford, may understand how to direct their com- 
munications. 
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To Currespondents.—R. C**** is received ; Pana 
itis on the subject illustrated at length by “in. 


guirer after Truth,” in his letters to Prof. “Stuart, bw 
think it would be unnecessary to publish 1t- . 
J. F. M. seems to have written too hastuy. 




















